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371.1.0.12.107	Jul	29th,	2022	371.0.0.11.107	Jul	27th,	2022	371.0.0.0.10	Jul	15th,	2022	368.0.0.12.109	Jul	8th,	2022	367.0.0.9.112	Jun	29th,	2022	366.0.0.10.107	Jun	23th,	2022	Facebook	Messenger	for	Windows	is	a	free	application	available	for	download	on	any	personal	computer.	It	had	been	integrated	within	the	Facebook	platform	itself	and
developed	in	2012	as	a	separate	app.	After	years	of	adding	features	and	whittling	them	back	down,	Messenger	has	achieved	a	happy	medium.	The	application	runs	great	on	a	laptop	because	it	requires	a	lot	of	data	which	might	burden	a	mobile	device.A	great	way	to	make	yourself	available	to	your	community	Features	FB	communication	can	be	done
in	a	variety	of	ways.	The	app	offers	audio	clips,	images,	video,	emojis,	and	stickers	to	send	to	your	pals.	Amazingly,	users	may	transfer	money	through	the	chat	app	if	he	or	she	chooses	to	register	their	bank	account	information	on	the	app.The	developers	have	not	stopped	there.	The	app	allows	for	VoIP	and	live	video	chat	one-on-one	and	in	groups	as
well.	Group	chat	is	also	on	offer	for	persistent	chats	among	up	to	10	users.Messenger’s	chatbots	provide	information	or	receive	action	commands	when	you	type	with	them.	You	find	them	through	the	search	bar.	Rather	disappointingly,	the	utility	of	these	chatbots	is	diminished	by	the	fact,	each	one	is	designed	for	a	specific	function.	I	believe	this
makes	it	needlessly	difficult	to	discern	what	powers	they	hold.Messages	on	the	app	are	transmitted	through	encryption	keys	that	are	managed	by	Facebook.	Ostensibly	Facebook	or	government	officials	can	obtain	those	messages	if	garnered	through	the	proper	legal	channels.	Facebook	offers	an	extra	layer	of	privacy	protection	through	the	Secret
Conversations	mode.	Secret	Conversations	use	the	Signal	system	to	transfer	end-to-end	fully	encrypted	messages	and	enable	the	timer	to	set	an	expiration	date	on	the	message.	The	message	will	then	be	deleted	forever.	The	black	bar	across	the	top	of	the	screen	imbues	on	the	user	the	secrecy	of	this	texting	mode.	Otherwise,	the	experience	feels	like
a	simpler	version	of	the	normal	chat	mode.	Secret	Conversation	mode	still	allows	the	user	to	send	text,	stickers,	videos,	photos,	and	location.Facebook’s	brand	made	it	the	most	popular	social	media	platform	in	the	world.	This	leads	to	FB	messenger’s	best	feature;	everyone	is	already	on	it!	There	is	no	need	to	goad	your	friends	and	family	into
downloading	a	new	app.	If	by	chance	they	are	not	on	Facebook,	the	app	can	send	SMS	messages	to	anyone’s	phone	number	easily.	Third-party	apps	don’t	always	take	to	FB	Messenger	very	well.	But,	sometimes	these	apps	offer	a	feature	that	completes	the	already	impressive	catalog	of	emoji,	stickers,	GIFS,	and	other	media	products.	Messenger	is
ahead	of	the	curve	in	another	domain.	The	chat	app	is	prioritizing	interoperability	between	other	famous	chat	products.	This	means	users	can	send	messages	directly	to	WhatsApp	and	Instagram	users.	This	feature	will	keep	Messenger	abreast	of	the	latest	developments	in	the	chat	app	space	which	should	boost	your	confidence	in	its	use.	The	app	has
a	great	look	to	it	as	well.	The	icons	are	appealing	and	conversations	are	neatly	stacked	to	the	side,	ready	to	be	drawn	up	at	any	time.	The	application	is	stable,	fun	and	has	a	large	audience.	These	are	great	features	in	a	chat	application.Where	can	you	run	this	program?This	software	is	available	for	download	on	any	PC	that	operates	using	Windows
operating	system.	Facebook.com	has	a	link	that	will	download	the	messenger	app	to	your	desktop.Is	there	a	better	alternative?Messenger	even	still	after	2018	is	a	large	app	which	uses	a	lot	of	data	and	RAM	and	battery	life.	FB	Developers	have	recognized	this	issue	and	provided	a	more	nimble	and	less	intrusive	application.	Messenger	has	the	same
interface	and	support.WhatsApp	is	there	to	put	a	smile	to	a	friend’s	face.	This	app	is	home	to	customizable	fonts,	gifs,	emojis,	and	stickers.	Its	interface	is	tooled	to	keep	pace	in	the	flow	of	an	enjoyable	conversation.Google	Hangouts	product	has	been	a	venerable	bulwark	in	the	communication	apps	space.	Google	Hangouts	remains	a	popular	and
suitable	chat	application	for	millions.	Built	on	a	concise	and	powerful	software,	Hangouts	became	Google’s	most	utilized	chat	application.	This	will	all	be	changing	in	the	near	future,	however.	Hangouts	is	experiencing	a	transition	period	that	will	culminate	in	its	eventual	abandonment.	For	the	time	being,	Hangouts	will	remain	a	stable	and	efficient
chat	application	through	October	2019.On	a	desktop,	however,	all	the	media	products	available	for	sharing	on	Facebook	Messenger	run	more	smoothly.	Facebook	Messenger	is	an	excellent	messenger	app	for	the	simple	reason	that	everyone	is	on	it!Should	you	download	it?Yes.	Messenger	for	Windows	should	be	welcomed	by	anyone	using	a	PC	that
runs	Windows	software.	Grandparents	immediately	spring	to	mind.	Older	generations	often	use	PC	desktops.	If	not	for	Messenger	on	Windows,	this	population	would	likely	not	be	able	to	use	the	product	at	all,	because	they	may	not	have	a	mobile	device	to	download	the	app.	The	product	is	ideal	for	anyone	who	uses	their	PC	throughout	the	day	and



finds	themselves	constantly	picking	up	their	phone	to	communicate.	Many	might	fit	that	description	but	work	in	an	office	where	downloading	a	messenger	app	would	not	be	tolerated.	These	people	will	have	to	keep	Messenger	on	their	mobile	device	or	their	home	computer.	Free	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for
WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	WindowsFree	Download	for	Windows	For	a	seamless	way	to	message
your	family	and	friends,	you	need	the	free	chat	apps	available	across	multiple	platforms.	Ideally,	on	both	mobile	and	desktop.	So,	what	free	cross-platform	chat	apps	should	you	download?	And	what	are	the	best	instant	messaging	apps	available	today?	Keep	reading	to	find	out.	1.	WhatsApp	Despite	the	Facebook	buyout	and	concerns	over	advertising,
WhatsApp	remains	the	world's	most	popular	messaging	app	by	some	distance.	At	the	time	of	writing,	it	has	more	than	2.5	billion	monthly	active	users,	and	the	growth	is	showing	no	signs	of	slowing	down.	But	what	about	cross-platform	chatting?	Well,	WhatsApp	has	apps	in	both	the	Google	Play	Store	and	Apple	App	Store.	There's	also	a	web	app
(which	you	need	a	QR	code	to	log	into),	and	standalone	desktop	apps	for	both	Windows	and	Mac.	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	Linux	version	of	WhatsApp.	Other	notable	WhatsApp	features	include	voice	and	video	chat,	groups	with	up	to	256	people,	and	end-to-end	encryption	on	all	messages.	Download:	WhatsApp	(Free)	2.	Telegram	Windows	users	will
be	curious	to	know	about	the	best	messaging	apps	for	PC.	Out	of	all	of	the	options,	we	think	Telegram	provides	the	best	Windows	client.	The	app	is	extremely	lightweight,	fast,	and	packed	with	all	the	same	features	that	you	get	on	the	mobile	versions.	And,	unlike	WhatsApp,	you	don't	need	a	QR	code	in	order	to	log	in—your	phone	number	is	sufficient.
Uniquely,	Telegram	even	offers	a	portable	Windows	app;	you	don't	need	to	install	it	on	your	PC	and	can	use	it	on	any	Windows	machine	you're	working	on.	Telegram	has	a	macOS	client	and	apps	for	Android	and	iOS.	It	is	also	the	first	free	chat	app	on	this	list	to	support	Linux.	Some	of	the	most	useful	Telegram	features	are	its	support	for	self-
destructing	messages,	groups	with	up	to	200,000	members,	bot	integration,	and	the	ability	to	schedule	messages	for	the	future.	Download:	Telegram	(Free)	3.	Facebook	Messenger	Like	WhatsApp,	Facebook	Messenger	benefits	from	having	a	large	user	base.	After	all,	any	instant	messaging	app	is	useless	if	the	people	you	want	to	chat	with	most
frequently	don't	also	have	the	app	installed.	Facebook	Messenger	has	standalone	apps	for	Android	and	iOS.	They	also	have	an	app	for	Windows,	which	looks	and	acts	similarly	to	the	mobile	versions.	However,	Facebook	has	not	developed	a	standalone	desktop	Messenger	app	for	Linux	or	macOS,	so	you'll	have	to	use	the	web	app	if	you're	running
them.	Download:	Facebook	Messenger	for	Android	|	iOS	|	Windows	(Free)	4.	Line	Line	is	one	of	the	most	popular	communication	apps	in	Asia.	It	is	the	market	leader	in	Japan,	Thailand,	Indonesia,	and	Taiwan.	If	you	have	friends	and	relatives	in	those	locales,	Line	is	a	must-have	free	chat	app.	Thankfully,	Line	also	boasts	impressive	cross-platform
support.	There	are	Line	apps	available	for	PC,	macOS,	Android,	and	iOS.	You	can	also	install	the	Line	Chrome	extension	if	you	want	to	send	instant	messages	directly	from	your	web	browser.	In	addition	to	its	chat	functionality,	Line	doubles	as	a	video	messaging	app	and	real-time	location	sharing	service.	You	can	even	use	it	to	follow	other	accounts,
such	as	those	of	brands,	celebrities,	pop	stars,	sports	teams,	and	more.	Download:	Line	(Free)	5.	WeChat	WeChat	is	the	third	most	popular	messaging	app	in	the	world	behind	WhatsApp	and	Facebook	Messenger.	If	you	want	a	free	chat	app	to	talk	to	people	in	China,	this	is	a	good	solution.	It	is	the	top	instant	messaging	app	in	that	country.	It	is	also
another	free	chat	app	with	solid	cross-platform	support—you	can	find	standalone	WeChat	versions	on	Android,	iOS,	and	desktop.	However,	although	WeChat	offers	messaging	apps	for	Windows	and	macOS,	there	is	no	Linux	version.	If	you	are	running	a	Linux	distro,	you	will	need	to	use	the	service's	web	app	to	chat	with	your	friends.	Some	of	the	other
top	features	on	WeChat	include	video	messaging,	custom	stickers,	a	"Moments"	stream	(akin	to	Instagram	Stories),	and	real-time	location	sharing.	Download:	WeChat	(Free)	6.	Threema	Threema	is	a	highly	secure	app	that	is	open	source	and	uses	end-to-end	encryption.	All	the	servers	are	in	Switzerland,	meaning	it	can	take	advantage	of	the
outstanding	consumer	protection	laws	in	the	country	(unlike	apps	in	the	US,	which	are	all	subject	to	the	CLOUD	act).	The	app	is	also	an	outstanding	choice	for	businesses	thanks	to	its	enterprise-specific	offering,	Threema.Work.	It	includes	user	management,	app	configuration,	and	administration	options	for	IT	teams.	There	is	even	a	self-hosted
solution	for	highly	security-conscious	companies.	Threema	is	available	on	Android,	iOS,	Windows,	macOS,	Linux,	and	via	the	web.	It	carries	a	one-time	fee	of	$4.	Download:	Threema	($4)	7.	Viber	The	next	app	on	our	list	of	free	chat	apps	is	Viber.	It's	often	thought	of	as	a	direct	competitor	to	WhatsApp.	But	while	they	do	share	some	similar	features
(such	as	end-to-end	encryption,	voice	and	video	calls,	private	group	chats,	and	integration	with	Google	Assistant	and	Siri),	there	are	some	key	differences.	For	example,	Viber	has	a	feature	called	Viber	Out.	It's	a	VOIP	facility	that	allows	you	to	call	mobiles	and	landlines	around	the	world.	You	can	also	follow	public	accounts	and	chats,	create	hidden
chats,	and	even	play	games	within	the	Viber	app.	Regardless	of	the	differences,	Viber	remains	a	popular	instant	chat	service.	It	has	cross-platform	support,	with	apps	available	on	Windows,	Mac,	Android,	and	iOS.	Like	WhatsApp,	there's	also	a	web	app	that	requires	a	QR	code	to	log	in.	Download:	Viber	(Free)	8.	Signal	Signal	is	one	of	the	most
versatile	free	chat	apps;	it	has	versions	available	for	Windows,	Mac,	Linux,	Android,	and	iOS.	With	a	focus	on	privacy,	Signal	has	earned	a	loyal	band	of	followers	over	the	years.	Edward	Snowden,	Jack	Dorsey,	and	Bruce	Schenier	have	applauded	its	privacy,	its	open-source	nature,	its	useability,	and	its	stability.	Features	include	unlimited	group	sizes,
end-to-end	encryption,	and	a	"note	to	self"	tool.	Download:	Signal	(Free)	9.	Wickr	Me	If	you're	looking	for	even	more	security	from	your	chat	app,	check	out	Wickr	Me.	It	is	famed	for	offering	security	features	that	are	not	found	among	any	of	its	competitors.	For	example,	there's	no	need	to	enter	a	phone	number	or	any	ID	information	to	get	started,	it
offers	a	built-in	VPN,	all	messages	self-destruct	after	six	days,	and	there's	a	"shredder"	feature	that	automatically	overwrites	deleted	messages	to	make	them	unsalvageable.	Download:	Wickr	Me	(Free)	10.	Tox	Tox	is	a	distributed,	peer-to-peer,	instant	messaging	app.	That	means	no	single	entity	is	in	control	of	its	data	or	its	availability.	The	Tox
protocol	hosts	all	the	encryption	and	chat	facilities,	but	users	can	make	their	own	front-end	apps.	That	means	that	all	the	desktop	and	mobile	operating	systems	have	Tox	versions	available.	Download:	Tox	(Free)	Are	These	the	Best	Free	Chat	Apps?	When	you're	deciding	on	the	best	free	chat	app	for	your	needs,	there	are	two	primary	points	you	need
to	consider.	First,	can	you	use	it	on	the	hardware	you	own?	Second,	are	the	people	you	want	to	talk	to	also	using	the	service?	If	any	of	the	above	fit	your	needs,	great.	If	not,	let	us	know	your	favorite	alternatives	by	reaching	out	on	social	media.
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